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Feb. 25 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

and California, there has been a serious decline
in groundfish stocks.

The economic threat to fishing communities
is severe. I am asking Congress to provide emer-
gency assistance of $56 million to provide aid
to those whose economic welfare is threatened
by this crisis and to fund research to identify
the causes and potential solutions to these prob-

lems to restore the long-term health of our vital
fishing industry. I urge Congress to act quickly
to provide relief to communities that are clearly
in need.

NOTE: A portion of the President’s statement was
also made available on the White House Press Of-
fice Actuality Line.

Statement on Signing the Poison Control Center Enhancement and
Awareness Act
February 25, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign a bipartisan bill
that will help save lives by giving families imme-
diate access to vital information about poison
control. Each year, more than 2 million
poisonings are reported to the Nation’s poison
control centers, and more than half of the vic-
tims are young children. The Poison Control
Center Enhancement and Awareness Act au-
thorizes $140 million over the next 5 years to
fund the Nation’s poison control centers, carry
out a national media campaign, and establish
a national toll-free telephone poison control hot-

line to give callers immediate information if
there is an accident in the home. This new
funding will help provide vital resources and
information to inform the public about poison
control and assist parents in protecting the
health and safety of their children.

NOTE: S. 632, approved February 25, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–174. A portion of the
President’s statement was also made available on
the White House Press Office Actuality Line.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Cuba
February 25, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication, stating
that the emergency declared with respect to the
Government of Cuba’s destruction of two un-

armed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in inter-
national airspace north of Cuba on February
24, 1996, is to continue in effect beyond March
1, 2000.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
notice is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.
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